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Canada

servatives is an underlying
trend over many months of ris-
ing dissatisfaction with the di-
rection of government, com-
bined with utter disappoint-
ment with its efforts on the en-
vironment. 

“At the same time, the preoc-
cupation with ethics and ac-
countability that drove the To-
ries’ success in January (when
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
won an election) has largely dis-
sipated,” Graves said.

The poll, conducted for the
Star and La Presse, showed the
NDP at 10.2 per cent nationally,
well below the 17.5 per cent of
the vote the party got in the Jan.
23 election. 

The Bloc Québécois was at 8.2
per cent, with the Green Party at
7.6 per cent. 

The survey of 1,022 adult Ca-
nadians was conducted on Dec.
5 and Dec. 6. Results from a
sample of that size are consid-
ered accurate to within 3.1 per-
centage points 19 times in 20.

Harper presides over a shaky
minority government that
could fall as early as spring, like-
ly after Finance Minister Jim
Flaherty’s budget. 

Standings in the 308-seat
House of Commons today are:
Conservatives, 124; Liberals,
102; Bloc Québécois, 51; NDP,
29. There are also two indepen-
dent MPs. 

The Liberal support is the
highest since Jean Chrétien
stepped down as leader three
years ago. Its support is mainly
coming at the expense of the
NDP and Bloc Québécois but
“they are also coming back in
some of the key demographic
groups — high-income earners
and baby boomers — who have
been important to them in the
past,” Graves said. 

The Liberals are ahead in every
region except Alberta and Que-
bec, where they trail the Bloc,
but are ahead of the Conserva-
tives. 

Contrary to conventional wis-
dom, Dion, the Liberals’ newly
crowned leader, is being well re-
ceived in his home province of
Quebec despite his reputation

as a staunch federalist, Graves
said. 

“It’s just the opposite of what
many predicted. Quebecers are
reacting to Dion as a favourite
son. It is too early to say whether
this sentiment will last. At the
same time, he may have poten-
tial to win over people in the rest
of the country as they get to

know him better.”
The environment ranks a

strong third when Canadians
are asked to name the most im-
portant election issue, trailing
only health-social issues and the
economy. 

And of those who consider
“green” issues of paramount im-
portance, only 4 per cent said

the Conservatives are the best
party to deal with them. Thirty-
five per cent said the Green Par-
ty and 31 per cent said the Liber-
als. 

With those type of results, the
poll shows how the NDP is being
squeezed. 

“There is a shock result here
for the NDP,” Graves said. “Na-

tionally, the Greens are within
sight of the NDP.” 

In Quebec, the Greens now run
ahead of the New Democrats
and they are tied in Alberta.

“These are the first clear in-
dications we have that the New
Democrats could find them-
selves squeezed into irrelevance
in a painful grind between the
Liberals and the Greens.”

The Tories’ high card remains
Harper. Even as public voting
preferences have shifted toward
the Liberals, Harper comes
ahead of Dion when respon-
dents are asked which leader
would make the best prime
minister. 

And outside Quebec and At-
lantic Canada, Harper is seen by
Canadians as the leader with the
“best vision for the future of the
country.”

Respondents were also asked
which party leader best under-
stands “the concerns of people
like you?” 

Harper came out ahead of
Dion in Western Canada but the
new Liberal leader edged out
the Prime Minister in Ontario
and Quebec. In Atlantic Canada,
Dion was well ahead of Harper
on this question.

Among federal voters in On-
tario, the Liberals’ lead contin-
ues to grow and now stands at
46.9 per cent. This is followed by
the Conservatives at 37.4 per
cent, while the NDP has fallen to
9.1 per cent and the Green Party
has 6.6 per cent.

In Quebec, the Liberals, who
trailed the Conservatives for
most of this year, are now solidly
established in second place,
with 26.1 per cent support. The
Conservatives have 18.3 per
cent while the Bloc Québécois
hold a strong but diminishing
lead, with 34.7 per cent. The
Greens have 12.1 per cent and
the NDP 8.8 per cent.

NDP being squeezed, poll shows
‰ Poll From A1
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OTTAWA—The definition and un-
derstanding of the term “Québé-
cois” shifts according to whether
you live in Quebec or the rest of
Canada, according to an EKOS
poll.

Canadians outside Quebec be-
lieve the term refers to old-stock
francophones, whereas resi-
dents of the province consider it
an all-encompassing definition
for all who live there.

The poll, conducted by EKOS
Research Associates for the Star
and La Presse, found 62 per cent
of those surveyed in Quebec be-
lieve it applies to all who live in
the province, while 24 per cent
say it refers to “any francophone
living in Quebec.”

In the rest of Canada, 37 per
cent believe the term “Québé-
cois” refers to anyone living in
Quebec, and an identical per-
centage believe it refers to any
francophone living in Quebec.

A smaller percentage of re-
spondents — 9 per cent in Que-
bec and 15 per cent in the rest of
Canada — believe the definition

refers only to francophones
whose ancestors came directly
from France.

On Nov. 27, the Commons
overwhelming passed a motion
formally recognizing “les Qué-
bécois” as a nation within a unit-
ed Canada. But the motion
caused some confusion as to the
exact definition of Québécois.

“We have a term that’s been in-
troduced into the national de-
bate that is at best confusing and
at worst mischievous and corro-
sive . . . not only do we not agree
on what it means, we don’t agree
on whether more power for
Quebec is a good or bad idea,”
said Frank Graves, president of
EKOS. 

Graves’ research agrees with
theories advanced by some Que-
bec observers and pundits, to the
effect that English Canada’s
conception of the Québécois re-
ality fits with what most deni-
zens of the province consider an
outdated view: a predominantly
French-speaking Catholic of Eu-
ropean extraction.

He said the results are “mildly
surprising” in that Quebecers’

conception of themselves ap-
pears to have evolved over the
past decade, since the province
considered itself a “distinct soci-
ety.”

“Québécois now equals a civic
identity of all Quebecers living
in the province. It’s not seen as
an ethno-cultural concept,”
Graves said.

Beyond the etymological de-
bate, English Canadians are
more likely to believe the federal
government’s recognition of “les
Québécois” as a nation will re-
sult in increased powers for
Quebec — an outcome that is
broadly viewed as a bad thing.

By contrast, respondents in
Quebec are more skeptical that
last month’s Commons motion
will affect the balance of federal-
provincial power, although in-
creased powers for Quebec are
seen as a positive development
within the province.

The poll also suggests the
whole issue of Quebec’s national
status may be a political liability
for the Conservatives.

Given the attention in Quebec
to top-of-mind issues like the

environment and the conflict in
Afghanistan, the nation resolu-
tion hasn’t allowed the Tories to
make any headway in the prov-
ince.

Graves said the data buttress
the opinion the voting public in
Quebec largely expects Conser-
vatives — the party of Meech
Lake — to recognize Quebecers
as a “nation,” although it is more
likely to be impressed by Liber-
als making a similar gesture, giv-
en the party’s historical reti-
cence to do so. 

If anything, Graves said, the
“nation” resolution risks pro-
voking a backlash in English
Canada while doing little to
move the political needle in
Quebec.

Graves also said the days of pol-
iticians using language that
means one thing in Quebec and
something else in the rest of
Canada — a tactic popularized
by the late Quebec premier Rob-
ert Bourassa — are likely gone.

The survey polled 1,022 people
Dec. 5-6. Results are considered
accurate within 3.1 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20.

Confused over Québécois?
You’re not alone, poll shows
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Manitoba
Three police officers
shot during drug raid
Police have charged a 21-year-
old man with attempted mur-
der in a shooting that injured
three city police officers.

One officer was in guarded
condition in hospital after be-
ing shot in the abdomen
Thursday night. Two others re-
mained in hospital in stable
condition: one was shot in the
hand and forearm and another
was shot in the lower leg.

The three were among 12 offi-
cers who were executing a drug
warrant when they were met
with gunfire. The suspect was
also injured in the incident,
and was being treated in hospi-
tal for non-life-threatening in-
juries.

Ottawa
Accountability act
gets all-party support
The House of Commons yes-
terday unanimously accepted
an amended accountability act
with some 90 changes.

The Conservative govern-
ment’s showpiece legislation
passed through the House
without a recorded vote and is
now set to get royal assent and
pass into law early next week.

The bill received all-party
support.

Dion willing to give up
French citizenship
Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion
says he would be willing to give
up his French citizenship if
that is what Canadians demand
of him to become prime min-
ister.

Dion is a dual Canadian-
French citizen, receiving
French citizenship because his
mother was born in France.
Canada does not prevent its
citizens from being dual na-
tionals.

Alberta
Letter carriers receive
suspended sentences
Two former letter carriers who
pleaded guilty to the theft of
more than three years’ worth
of mail in the central Alberta
town of Innisfail have been giv-
en 12-month suspended sen-
tences.

Brenda Meszaros, 50, and her
daughter, Chaylene Meszaros,
25, pleaded guilty in October to
one count each of mail theft.

Canada Post fired the women
after they came forward and
eventually delivered all the
mail. 
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OTTAWA—Some products will
disappear off store shelves and
the price of others could rise as
Ottawa moves to tighten regula-
tions around toxic chemicals
now commonly used in house-
holds and industry.

“The measures we’re pursuing
today will lead over time to the
restriction or elimination of
some of these chemicals in these
products,” Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper said yesterday as
he announced the new rules.

“I don’t want to cause alarm
because they don’t pose an im-
mediate health (risk) through
use today but the accumulation
of exposure to these chemicals
is worrisome.” 

The government yesterday put
one industrial solvent, hexa-
chlorobutadiene, on its list to be
eliminated under the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act.
It also announced that thou-
sands more chemicals would be

put under the microscope out of
fears about their impact on hu-
man health. 

Over time, it’s expected that
scores more will be added to the
list for elimination and regula-
tion tightened over the others.

“Industry will have to adjust,”
Harper said.

“I can’t guarantee to you that

this means that we won’t lose
some kinds of products or some
prices as a consequence may
rise in the future,” he said during
a news conference at the Ottawa
General Hospital.

The announcement follows an
exhaustive seven-year scientific
survey of the 23,000 chemical
compounds, not including pes-
ticides, now used in Canada to
identify the most dangerous.

Environment Canada did not
respond to a phone call seeking
clarification about the com-
pounds that pose the greatest
risk or the products in which
they’re used.

But Environment Minister
Rona Ambrose yesterday sin-
gled out the chemicals that go
into some stain repellents and
flame retardants for being
harmful to wildlife and “poten-
tially” humans, too.

“We will insist on additional
protective action. In some cases,
we may demand substitute

products or formula-
tions,” said Ambrose,
who joined Harper and
Health Minister Tony
Clement for the an-
nouncement.

It will take months,
even years, for the true impact
of the announcement to be felt
as Ottawa puts the onus on in-
dustry to prove that the chem-
icals flagged for further exam-
ination are safe to use.

As well, Clement said 200 old-
er pesticides are being re-evalu-
ated to ensure “they meet mod-
ern standards.” 

He said the government has
closed a regulatory loophole by
preventing 150 chemicals not
currently in use in Canada from
being reintroduced.

Rick Smith, executive director
of Environmental Defence, said
the announcement was as sig-

nificant as naming a new na-
tional park or protecting an en-
dangered species.

“This sends a very clear mes-
sage to chemical manufactur-
ers,” said Smith, whose Toron-
to-based activist group is known
for measuring chemical resi-
dues in prominent Canadians. 

“The writing is on the wall for
these toxic chemicals. These
things are in consumer prod-
ucts in our homes, they’re in the
food that we eat, these things
are regularly included in seem-
ingly innocuous around our
homes and office.” 

Ken Ogilvie of Pollution Probe
said the promise of $300 million
over the next four years for the
project is also vital to expand the
capacity of the government to
better evaluate chemicals and
their impact.

“The government has been
terribly under-resourced on the
screening side . . . and we have
very old information on the sub-
stances that were categorized so
there’s a lot of work to be done.” 

While the work had begun un-
der the previous Liberal regime,
anti-pollution activists gave the
Conservative government cred-
it for the announcement.

Ottawa cracks down on toxic chemicals
Tough new rules
will force industry
to prove safety

Hundreds of pesticides
being re-evaluated
as part of overhaul
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How support varies across the country

Green 
party

Q: If a federal election were held tomorrow, which party would you vote for?    A: It depends on where you live, your gender, age, education and income.

SOURCE: EKOS Research Associates Inc. Figures may not add up to 100 due to rounding.
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Region: The Liberals are the leading party in Ontario, 
the Atlantic provinces, the Prairies and B.C.

Gender: More 
women support the 
Liberals, more men 
the Conservatives.

Age: Conservatives are the preferred 
party of Canadians 65 and over.

Education: Liberals 
are the preferred party 
among those with a 
university education.

Income: Liberals are the preferred 
party in all income brackets.
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